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Jökla 2020 
 

 
 

The Jökla is a substantial river system, around 100 km long, near Egilsstaðir in the north east of 

Iceland.  These days it is unusual to hear of a salmon river that is improving from year to year, 

but this is true of Jökla.   Originally fed by glacial meltwater that rendered the main river 

unfishable, the creation of a hydro plant and dam in 2006 has provided fabulous fly water for 

much of the season, with an almost endless series of classic salmon pools, often stacked with 

big fish.  

 

The Jökla tributaries always had a run of salmon, but when the main river was first opened for 

fishing, it largely depended on a smolt and parr release programme due to a unpassable section 

in the lower river that prevented fish from travelling upstream and therefore limited natural 

recruitment.   A fish pass has, since 2013, opened up the extensive spawning grounds on the 

entire upper river – nearly all of the fish caught now are natural.  The ratio of 2 sea winter 

salmon to grilse is very high, with most fish in the 10-15lb bracket and 20lb fish not 

uncommon.    Parr counts are still rising every year due to the excellent habitat so the future 

seems bright.  

 

There is a catch, of course, which is that, like other glacial rivers, in a warm summer the dam 

can overflow, rendering the main river unfishable.   The fishing is therefore priced according to 

the likelihood of the overflow, with the safest prime weeks being between 23rd July and 4th 

August.    Reduced prices thereafter reflect the increased risk.  Some years the dam does not 

overflow at all or does so very briefly; the 10 year average date is around 20th August.   Since 

fresh fish run the river right through to the end of the season, there is often some bargain fishing 

available in August and September for those who can make last-minute plans.  
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The Fishing 
 

 
A big one for Paul Carter from the Platforms – Middle beat 

 

Jökla 1 – The Lower River 
 

The 3 main river beats and the tributaries that comprise Jökla 1, serviced by the main lodge. are 

each fished by 2 rods rotating twice daily.  That is 8 rods.     

 

The top beat (“The Canyon”) includes the famous Holaflud, the main holding pool on the lower 

river.    The middle beat (“The Platforms”) consists of a series of classic salmon pools while the 

lower beat has a multitude of long, gravel-bottomed pools with a good pace of water in which 

one can bump into a running or resting fish almost anywhere.   The 4th beat consists of several 

beautiful tributaries, the most productive being Laxa and Kalda, which can be fished with a 

single-handed rod and a hitched fly.  Another tributary has excellent arctic char and sea trout 

fishing. 

 

The wading is uniformly easy - from smooth rock ledges on the upper 2 beats and a gravel 

bottom on the lower beat.   A 13 foot rod with a 9 weight Scandi line is perfect for the main 

river but many Icelanders fish successfully with single handed rods.    

 

Some groups prefer to take Jokla 1 for 6 rods exclusively which means that the 3 day rotation 

is based solely around the 3 main river beats leaving the tributaries as a “free” beat.  Under this 

system everyone can fish each of the main river beats twice in the 6 sessions that make up a 3 

day trip but has the option to fish the tributaries as well.  
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Middle beat – a series of classic salmon pools 

 

Jökla 2 – the Upper River 
 

In addition to the lower beats there is an almost unlimited number of beautiful pools on the 

upper river (Jökla 2) some of which hardly ever see a fly.   When I say unlimited, there is about 

40km of water up here.  This has to be the best value salmon fishing in Iceland - on our last visit 

I prospected one pool for just an hour and caught 2 fish of 87 and 91cm!  The Jökla fish are 

extremely aggressive - the larger of these 2 fish came crashing across the river missing my fly 

4 times before savaging it at my feet.   

 

I’ve reserved 6 rods up here for the last week of July 2020 and have put together a low-cost 6 

day package, (could also be 2 x 3 day slots) staying in comfortable but basic farmhouse 

accommodation, with 2 guides with 4x4s (one guide to 3 rods) and simpler food than that served 

in the main lodge.   This is perfect for the more experienced salmon fisher who just wants to be 

dropped off at a pool and does not need the full-time attention of a guide.    

 

If you can get together a group of 6 for either 3 or 6 days (I can’t take single rods because we 

need 6 for the accommodation) then please get in touch! 
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Kalda tributary, which runs behind the lodge 

   

 
Cecelia Thornett – her first fish from the G-String pool, Lower Beat 
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Previous page: (top) a 93 cm fish from the upper river, above the Canyon 

  (bottom) a stunning variety of water on the main river 

 

 

 
In some places the river seems huge, but the wading is always easy 

 

 

What can you expect to catch? 
 

Jökla is a true fly fisher’s river, with a great variety of water which I have endeavoured to show 

here.   Some pools, such as Holaflud in the Canyon and others on the lower beat, where most of 

the fish caught are running up the edge of the stream, do not require the ability to cast far, but 

this is a big river and those who can fish with confidence and cover the water effectively will 

catch most fish.  The pools are all accessible and a collapsible wading stick is only needed in a 

few spots.   

 

At prime time it is reasonable to expect that, on average, a competent caster will land about 3 

salmon a day.  This year my groups of 6 rods (including some novices) fishing 29 July to 4th 

August averaged just under 3 salmon per rod per day of which more than two thirds were 2 sea-

winter fish, as well as 60-odd  arctic char to 4lbs and a handful of sea trout to 5lbs all caught in 

the estuary before breakfast.  I fished 4 days in total and landed 19 salmon of which only 4 were 

grilse. 

 

 

http://www.famousfishing.co.uk/


 

Dinton Mill Horseshoe Lane Salisbury Wiltshire SP3 5EQ    

Tel: +44 (0) 1722 782858 

www.famousfishing.co.uk    

 

Jökla Lodge 

  

The lodge is comfortable and the food excellent.    There are 8 bedrooms each with en suite WC 

and shower separate from the main sitting and dining room which has panoramic ceiling height 

windows looking out across the river to the snow-capped mountains beyond.   A selection of 

flies is available to buy.  

 

A common grumble I hear about Icelandic fishing is that the usual 12 hour fishing day means 

you don’t sit down for dinner until at 11pm and then have to be up again at 6am to start fishing 

at 7.  On the Jökla, the fishing hours are much more relaxed and don’t leave you exhausted, 

focussing instead on the most productive hours for fishing.   An 8.30 start is considered quite 

reasonable, though you can start earlier if you wish, especially if you have the Canyon beat 

which is 30 minutes' drive upstream the lodge.   The afternoon session starts at 3 rather than 4 

pm which means that, most evenings, you will be back at the lodge by 8.30 and have dinner 

soon after 9, which people seem to prefer – it also works better for any non-anglers in the party.   

 

Suggested itinerary 

 

You can leave London on an early morning flight to Keflavik (KEF), transfer to the Reykjavik 

domestic airport (REY) then take the short flight to Egilsstaðir (EGS) in time for the first 

afternoon fishing session.   The flight times vary according to the day of the week but we will 

make suggestions based on your dates.  The lodge is only half an hour from the airport, so you 

should not miss any fishing.     On the return leg on Day 4, in order to maximise fishing time, it 

is best to have a leisurely lunch in the lodge, take the afternoon flight from Egilsstaðir back to 

Reykjavik, overnight there and fly home the following morning.    

http://www.famousfishing.co.uk/
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A gorgeous fish for a happy Gareth Rees from Holafud in the Canyon 
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Above: Not the biggest, but one of the prettiest! Below:a fresh 15 pounder for Simon Schwerdt 
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Another successful day: happy guests outside the lodge 
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Prime time dates and prices:  
(please note prices are subject to exchange rate movement)   

 

Jökla 1:  
Afternoon 23- noon 26 July 

Afternoon 26- noon 29 July 

Afternoon 29 July to noon 1 August 

Afternoon 1- noon 4 August  

 

Prices: Includes 2 half days and 2 full days’ fishing, full board in lodge, transfers from 

Egilsstadir and guide with 4x4 per 2 rods. Alcohol and tips not included 

 

Based on 6 rods ISK 862500 per rod for 3 days @ ISK161.75 = £1:   £5330 per rod 

Based on 8 rods ISK 690000 per rod for 3 days 3 days @ ISK161.75 = £1:  £4265 per rod 

 

Rod sharers or non-fishing partners are charged approx £200 per day to include transfers and 

full board sharing a bedroom.     

 

Jökla 2: 
Afternoon 26- noon 29 July   6 rods 

Afternoon 29 July to noon 1 August  6 rods 

 

Prices:  Includes 2 half days and 2 full days fishing, full board (simple food in farmhouse), 

transfers from Egilsstadir and guide with 4x4 per 3 rods.  

 

6 rods only ISK 262500 per rod for 3 days @ ISK161.75 = £1620 per rod 

 

Activities for any non-fishers/additional fishing:   
 

With a car (easy to hire at Egilsstaðir) there are masses of things to see within an easy day 

trip.  Lake Myvatn, with its amazing bird life, has nearby hot springs, sulphuric mud pots, caves, 

lava fields, volcanoes and one of Iceland's finest waterfalls (Dettifoss).   Husavik is a quaint old 

whaling town, now a centre for whale watching.  Google these for more information.  The 

Breiðdalsa valley only 40 minutes away is possibly the most beautiful part of Iceland and the 

whole area is far less crowded than the west coast.  For some extra fishing why not add a few 

days onto your trip and stay at the gorgeous lodge in the most stunning setting?    The Breiðdalsa 

is not as productive as Jökla but it is quite lovely and the fishing is very reasonably priced.  

Please ask me for details.  

 

Video of Jökla 
There are several good videos of the fishing and lodge – here are links to some good ones: 

https://vimeo.com/136990648 

https://tinyurl.com/y45xpga9 

https://eagle-review.com/news/fly-fishing-jokla-river-in-iceland 

 

Please contact me for latest availability or if you have any questions:  

william@famousfishing.co.uk 

http://www.famousfishing.co.uk/
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